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From Shimane to the world through the International Joint Research !

From ancient times, the fear of illness or death has been one of the most common fears in humankind. It is
clinicians who have been struggling to overcome the fear and search for better ways to cure the patients who
suffer from illnesses. According to mythological stories, lzumo district is the area where ancient gods played
very important roles in finding medicines and ways to cure illnesses. In Heian era, ‘Kokusouke’ collected and
managed medicines and they tried to cure patients by using the medicines. In Azuchi Momoyama era, the clini-
cians in Izumo area focused renewed attention on acupuncture they had studied in China or Chinese medical
methods. The progress in medicine in Japan largely depends on the continuing efforts by Japanese clinicians as
well as the knowledge and skills they had learned from China and Europe. The breast cancer operation using an
anesthetic by Seishu Hayaoka was an example of the development of medicine in Japan. “Ohmori Bunko”, which
is located in Izumo campus branch of Shimane University Library, houses a collection of medical textbooks writ-
ten by the Ohmori family who studied medicine from Seishu Hanaoka in Edo period. These textbooks are of
great value for the study of Hanaoka-style medicine. Through the study of the literature, we could understand
that Seishu Hanaoka had performed breast cancer surgeries using many kinds of medical methods he had stud-
ied from “lzumonokuni Fudoki”, ancient reports on provincial culture and tradition, Chinese medicine, and the
Caspar medicine introduced to Japanese clinicians by Dutch doctors. | have been studying clinicians of lzumo
district in old times who made efforts to improve medicine by applying Chinese medicine and western medicine
to Japanese medicine. | believe this study will help understand the development of medicine in Japan since
ancient times.
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