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The research of etiology and treatment in schizophrenia
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Schizophrenia is a devastating illness of unknown etiology. It is characterized by increased
brain ventricular volume, suggesting a progressive neurodevelopmental condition. Studies that
have examined markers of apoptosis and levels of apoptotic regulatory proteins in postmortem
schizophrenia brain tissue indicated a dysfunction of apoptosis in several cortical regions in
schizophrenia, including evidence that vulnerability of apoptosis is increased. The continued
clinical improvement of schizophrenic patients was surprising in light of their previous
deterioration and appears to be at least partly related to treatment with minocycline. In our
study, treatment with minocycline was effective in controlling the psychiatric symptoms of
schizophrenia.
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