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Basic and clinical study of antitumor effect of Japanese apricot "UME" extract
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Morbidity for the pancreatic carcinoma in Shimane Prefecture is on a high level in Japan. It
is a highly lethal cancer; mortality for the disease is also high. More than 90% of patients die
within 5 years of their diagnosis and 75% of patients die within the first year. The mortality
rate in Shimane prefecture is above the national average. Since it is a disease whose prognosis
is extremely poor compared with other cancers, development of novel treatment methods is
desired. Shimane University Hospital is taking a leading part in multidisciplinary, fundamental/
clinical researchers with the aim of eradicating the pancreatic cancer. We clarified antitumor
efect of Japanese apricot "UME" extract (MK615) on human cancer cells. And we conduct a
clinical trial using MK615.
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